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b). Julie Booth and Pat Brown. Co-chairs

eetine the needs of students u,ith
attention deficit disorder (ADD)
through accurate assessments and

effeclive interventions are top areas for hain-
ing according to the latest statewide survey.

The Cornprehensive System of Person-
nel Development Adr.isory Committee
(CSPDAC) refiled the statewide system for
Special Education Needs Assessment in 1992,
which now plovides data for state, regional,
and local staff development planning. The
top statewide tlaining priorities identified
from the iune 1993 needs assessment are as
follows:
1. Assessment issues for ADD students
2. lntervention for ADD studenis
3. Conflict resolutior-r
4. Every Student Succeeds state initiative
5. Authentic assessnent
6. Full inclusion
7. Non-aversive behavior management
8. Curriculum alignment with dishict core

curriculum
9. Disability awareness
l0.Curriculum-based assessment and mea-

surement
Specific training priorities for the regions,

Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPAs),
and dishicts are being sent to the respective
agencies.

The needs assessment data also have
been used to develop a ner.r' strategic plan for
the Cornprehensive System of Personnel De-
velopment (CSPD) and regional strategic
plans. The state CSPD planning team has
refined and ratified the objectives, shategies,
and activities for identified goals. Next the
team will design an i.mplementation plan.
Additionally, there will be eight strategic plan
regional meetings this fall to provide custom-
ized assistance to each region regarding re-
gional slrategic plans for staff development.

CSPDAC was establislrcd in response to tlrc
P.L.94-L42 ntandnte that the state educational
agency ensure tlut all interested parties partici-
pate t'ully in the deaelopntent, reaiew nnd annunl
npdating of tlrc state's contprehensiae system of
personnel deaelopnrcnt for preseroice and con-
tintLing education needs in special education.
CSPD AC t'outses ott stateuide personnel cleoelop-
ment including needs nssessment, collalsorntion,
technical assistance, disseminatiort, and e-oalua-
tiot'1, For int'ornntion, contact CSPDAC Coordi-
nntor, Barbarn Thalncker, 916/657-4996. W

Credentials in Mild/Moderate and Moder-
ate / Severe Disabiiities and included resource
specialist competencies inprogram standards
for all special education credentials. The cur-
rent categorical credentials inLeamingHandi-
capped and Severely Handicapped will be
replaced bv the new credentiais. The Re-
source Speiialist Certificate of Competence
will no longer be available as a separate cer-
titicate when these changes are implemented.
Holders of tire new Special Education Spe-
cialist Instruction in Mild/Moderate and
Moderate/Severe Disabilities credential r,r,ill
be authorized to sen'e students in kindergar-
ten through gradeT2 and classes organized
primarily for adults.

The commission also voted to maintail
seDarate and distinct credentials for tead'rers

; , ,of the Visuall1, Handicapped, Communica-
tionHandicapped for DeaJand Hard-of-Hear-
ing, and Physicaliy Handicapped (with a
name change to Orthopedically Handi-
capped). A11 low incidence credentials will
har.e a birth through age 22 authorization.

3) Creation of Two-Level Credentials
A11 special education teaching credential

candidates will be required to complete prepa-
rationprograms for aprelimnary (LevelI) and
professional (level n) credential. Two-level
teadring credentials will be required for Speciai
Education Specialist Credentials in Mild/Mod-
erate Disabilities and Moderate/Severe Dis-
abiJities, Visually Handicapped, Communica-
tion Handicapped-Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing,
and Orthopedically Handicapped.

Two levels of preparation will not be
required of special education services cre-
dential holders in the areas of Audiology,
Orientation and Mobility, Speech and Lan-
guage, and the Special Education Specialist
Credential in Early Childhood.

4) Special Education Specialist
Instruction Credential in Early Childhood

The comrnission adopted two altema-
tive means for eaming a new early ctrildhood
special education authorization:
I separate Special Education Specialist Cre-

dentialinEaf Childhood for Birthtluough
Pre-Kindergarten

. Emphasis Credential in Early Childhood
(Birth through Pre-K) for holders of the
Speclal Education Speciaiist lnstruction
Credentiais in Mild/Moderate and Mod-
erate/Severe Disabfities, to be completed
as part of the Level II preparation program.

By providing the option for institutions
to develop early childhood emphasis under
the Special Education Speciahst Instruction
Credentials in Mild/Moderate and Moder-
atelSevere Disabilities, CTC expects that pro-
grams will address infancy, family, and trans-

disciplinary content withh existing course
work and add specific early interveirtion
course work.

5) Clinical Rehab Services Credential
CTC voted to maintain the Clinicalrel-ra-

bilitative Services Credentials in Audiology;
Orientation and Mobility; Langlrage, Speec[
a:rd Hearing; and the Special Class Authori-
zation. The authorization for al1 areas in-
cluded under this credential will be birth
through age 22. The commission also adopted
a policy requking ali candidates for the Clini-
cal Rehabilitative Services Credential in Lan-
guage, SpeecL; and Hearingwith Speciai Class
Authorization to meet the Level I Standards
relating io the conunon competencies for regu-
Iar education and special education, to be
developed for all special education teaching
credentials.

The Special Education Specialist kstruc-
tion Credential in Communication Handi-
capped-Lar-rguage and Speec}r Emphasis
will be eiiminated as a separate credential for
any new candidates upon completion of Stan-
dards of ProgramQuality tobe developed for
specia.l education credentials.

CTC also adopted a policy requiring
the Master's degree for the Clinical Reha-
bilitative Services Credential in Language,
Speech, and Hearing and in Audiology,
ef fect ive in  1995.  This pol icy a l igns
California's professional standards with re-
cent federal regulations. Ali current hold-
ers of the Clinical Rehabilitative Services
Credential in Language, Speech, and Hear-
ing and Audiology will continue to be au-
thorized in the areas specified by their cre-
dentials. It is anticipated that the National
Teachers Examinations in Speech Pathol-
ogy and Audiology will aiso be required
for the credential some time in the future.

6) Resource Specialist Local Assessor
Agencies

CTC approved a plan to conduct on-site
evaluation of the local assessor agencies ap-
oroved to assess and recommend candidates
. . ,
for the Resource Speciaiist (RS) Certificate of
Competence during 1994. Under the new
structure for special education credentials,
the competencies currently required for the
RS Certificate of Competence will be included
in program standards for special education
credentials, and the RS Certificate will not be
offered as a separate document. A detailed
explanation of the evaluation process will be
mailed by CTC to each of the 12 assessor
panels. Assessor panels will remain in place
for current specialists who want to teach
outside the special dav ciass.

For irdomation, contact D. Marie Schrup
at 1812 9th St., Sacramento, CA 95814-7000. e
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Runru Nrnryonr Snnnrs EqurpMENr THnouGH Trcnruolocy
veryone has stasired an
unused itern il a closet
and forgotten about it
only to find outlater that
a neighbor or friend has

been looking for an item just like it.
That is what happened to the
Mendocrno Countv Otlice of Edu-
cation last year. The item that was
stored in the closet u'as a
Versabrailler-a tool that theneigh-
boring Sonoma County Office of
Education was ir-r great need of.

"We had purchased the equip-
ment for a student who subse-
quently moved from ou' service
area," explains Mary Arure Landis,
Mendocino special education consultant for students with low inci-
dence disabi-lities. Not until an inventory was taken as part of a
regionalization of services project did the Sonoma Counfy office
discover the available equipment. An agreement was made to move
the equipment to Sonoma, where 10 children now benefit from it.

The regional database, just coming on line on SpeciaiNet, will
eventually inventory low incidence equipment found in the Region J
special education local plan areas (SELPAs), allowing more eqiripment
matchups to be made. Landis is convinced the database wjll be a
valuable resource {or sharing the costly and higirly specialized equip-
ment. "ln times of shrinking budgets, we hope this inventory will help
sites within the region to locate unused or surplus equipment that
might be needed." She sees potential for a statewide database through
the state Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Technology.

The database, contracted by LIRN (Low Incidence Rural Net-

work) through GTE-Education Sen,ice
Network, is part of the Low incidence
Regionalization Pilot actirzities. The
LIRN project combines efforts of the

, Marin,Mendocino,Sonoma,Hurnboldt,
Del-Norte, Sonoma, Lake, and Napa
County SELPAs to sen'e approximately
800 students throuehout an area of
44,U0U square miles-from the Golden
Gatebridge to the Oregonborder. Landis
serves as director of the project.

Adaptive technology panels pro-
vide individualized sewice to students

" in local seftings. The panels represent a
collaboration of local education person-
nel, parents, and agencies. Panels of
experts are demonstrating of equipment

onsite around the region. Equipment and expertise provided by the
Technology Center in Sebastapol are combined with a speech therapist
and an exoert in severe disabilities, Assessments are conducted to
determine what equipment would best benefit the student, and then
hands-on demonstrations are provided. "This aspect of our project has
met with resounding praise from teachers and parents," says Landis.

The project is also compiling a directory of staff expertise, ald eacl"r
is finding ways to share the identified persorurel skills, Needs assess-
ments are also being conducted. Trainings and workshops are being
held throughout the region.

One additional activity in Region J is identifying sunmer camps
that are available in the region for children with these disabilities.
Underway is a plan to establish a camp in the regron initially for
students with dual sensory impairments.

For more information, contact Landis at 707 /463-4807 . W
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, P.A,T.S. (Positive Assimilation of Training SUtlls)
, Low lncidence Regional Network(LIRN)

A comprehensive evaluation of the pilots is being conducted by
the Deparknent focusing on the impact of the pilot projects on student
outcomes; salisfaction of parents, staff and adminishators; and pro-
gram improvement. Suweys have been completed by administrators,
parents, staff, and students to provide baseline data. Additional suweys at
the end of the project's third year will measure their effectiveness.

An Assembly Concurrent Resolution, passed by the Legrslature in
1992, requires the study to evaiuate the impact and effectiveness of the
pilots for responding to the Legislature by providing direction for any
necessary statewide changes in the delivery sysiem of educational
programs for students for low incidence disabilities.

"An important aspect of the evaluation is to identify baniers that
may limit regionalization of programs," Hazekamp explains. Some of
the possible barriers already idenfrfied ilclude staff time and travel
requirements, limited expertise in specific disabiiity areas, fimited
access to speciaiized preservice and insen ice opporfunities, gover-
nance issues and aspects of the current funding model. The Depart-
ment is requesting input on additional barriers as well as suggeslions
for needed statewide changes to reduce or eliminate these barriers.

For more information (including project contacts and phone
numbers), call Hazekamp at976/657'3273. w

Parents, aides, administrators, teachers, and students from seven
counties received intensive sign language skill development training
through the Positive Assimmilation of Training Skills (P.A.T.S)
regional pilot program. Participants learned strategies to improve
theirinterpretingskilb,sign-to-voiceskills,techniquesofcollaborating
with classroom teachers, and ability to differentiate between
transliterating and translating skills. For information about P.A.T.S.,
call Liaison/Direclor Kathy Burns-lepson at 209/ 385 -8383.
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